5/28/70 


Bear Paul (Gary, Howard), 

I enclose ray newest letter to hhoads on waat is, from tne correspondence, 

a subject on wnich tnsy are really up tight, tne Ferrie documents ana ny reauest 

for a duplicate of tne list that without any possibility of doubt Johnson did have 
and did give me when, in response to my request referred to, he did show ire what 
ne then represented as all the available Ferrie documents. 

Shy are they, in this case meaning -’oh.nson more than anyone else, for 
he drafts tne responses, so hung up on Ferrie? I do not know the answer, but some 
of trie possibilities are response to FBI request, the fact that the documents are 
not properly withheld, and that I have caught Johnson at something wrong of in 
the act of serving other than Archives interests in this matter. 

It is appcrent thet, aside from proper response to this inquiry, to do 

what he actually did do, draw ell the Ferrie documents together to determine what 

h.> could make available in response to anticipated press request once Ferrie* s 
name surfaced, as it did e little mere than e month lower, ho ha.; to have had such 
& list. It is also apparent that he lieu to the press and ae did to me, seriously 
understating tae extent of the withheld Ferrie material. 

I can come close to pinpointing that date from my diary. I wrote that note 
after I returned from the Archives thet very day, • hen I examined the Oswald shirt 
and prepared my careful memo on it. I did not leave home again until 1/17, Then I 
went to ^ew York for my then- famous debate with ^ouis Nizer, which got a total of 
16 hours of prime-time airing. I went to the Archives l/20 and was there but briefly, 
this being the day 1 took Betnell to introduce him to British correspondents I thought 
could afford him some security and company. I was in the Archives again only briefly 
1/23, my records showing 1 left there 1:30 p.m. end again tne next day. tey next 
trip was 2/2, end from it I was home by about 2 p.m. On the 5th I left on a New 
England speaking tour, got cuaght in s blizzard, sn3 spent the day of the 8th m d to 
about 3 a.m. the 9th backgrounding Bob Scott and others on the radio news staff 
there on Andrews and N. 0. , in anticipation of the Garrison investigation becoming 
public, as it did one steek to the day later, I went to t-e Archives again 2/27 and 
3/3, on the second occasion meeting Semple of the NYTimes and driving him back to 
his office. It was one of these two days tuat Johnson read off to me his list. 

I interpret this incident as I look back on it as one of the things thst 
began to c hence my attitude toward the Archives, as one of the things tnat persuaded 
me they were acting as less than an institution for reseeren, dominated by prin- 
ciples of sncolarship, etc. 

Priot to finding this note, as I was g-'ing over my Archives files to 
bind them together in sets, with your visit so fresh in mind, I had decided to write 
you to suggest thet when next you are here, I think you should gove over my Archives 
correspondence files for the period prior to when I began sending you copies of my 
letters to them and of tneir responses. I think it might in tne future be helpful 
if your file completely duplicated mine or did so to the degree you think it worth- 
while as of the time you examine it. To this and other ends, I am establ ' shing a 
separate file of everything of which I^heve extra copies an d it is so labelled. Tnis 
I 8m doing in chronological order and •*- have to tnis moment completed it through 
1967. I hope to get 1968 done today before having to leave for Baltimore, about 2 p.m. 
As howsrd commented when he went over tnis period, it is rather rich in a number of 
areas, especially in establishing the history and career of such things as the 
Zspruder film and in the really gut instinct with which I zeroed in on tne autopsy- 

medical stuff and tne establishment of a record of close to total official dis- 
honesty on it. 



■‘-iiis is tne period 1 caught tnern reclassifying wnot dad been declassified 
until sny request for it, when they reclassified it and simultaneously denied they 
..ere going over my request —bow else would tney neve known? Yfoen I caught them 
eliminating certain tilings they knew I’d requested copied, when. tney didn't 
in norm rue oney nad reclassiiied that wnicn I’d requested until I noted its absence 
in what bad been copied, when they deceived me into believing I hod been given 
access to all the medico-autopsy material with the use of lower-case "sutnrsv file” 
in a way taey lster interpreted as upper case ” Autopsy File”, referring to the 
^ f^-1® only rs the r tnan, as the letters how, my reference, to everything at sll 

relating in any way to the autopsy This also is the period when I first beven to 


1 P> 


Secret Service to deliver things for ms and where I mi see 


some of it 


because I didn’t read the Archives ellipsis as carefully as I should have and 
let myself be diverted by what I not suppose was designed to this end. 

I hvve not taken time to read these things as I go over them, for I 
will hove tc scan them in preparation f-r the coming suits when I nave completed 
x-is. however, in the course of establishing complete files, I do note a certain 
3 mount as I dc^ the mechanical work. One of these tilings, the request for the 
. eni- .jdtariej., caught my age simply because it was illegible in the copies of 
original carbon, vh_i.cn was less clear tnan it should n svs been simply becuese 
“ used some free red tissue in marking my carbons. 


Iru any historical assessment of either the subject, the work we ere 
doing or the position and function of the Archives end o' her agencies in it, I 
think this correspondence will have value, and if for no Otahr reason at least 
large parts of it should be included in your own files. However, in specialized 
areas, one of which is my early searching for what might relate to what I now 
fell, as you also do, "Agent Oswald”, there should be selue here 
this Ferrie request of l/67 I think there can be shown 
effort of at least obfuscation. 


Beginning with 
systematic official 


1 fe &ot &iora the degree to which it would rcy Gary to go over this. 
Howard has already begun tc, and we nave's record of the point he reached in it,. 
1 am more accessible to him anyway. 


^'hen I sm finished doing t 
1 will do the seme with other agencies 
Service. Here also and more openly the 
clear, with Justice especially on tile 
letter that is a deliberate lie or the 
both be true. , Perhaps this come when I 
Ferrie end "A gent Oswald” cannot be se 
documents and ^inson told me they were 
Archives said there was no such review 


is with the Archives correspondence files, 
including at least Justice and Secret 
record of false response is glsringly 
Feme matter, where Fred ? i n so n wrote me a 
Archives later lied about it, but they cannot 
wa s sending you copies. In my opinion, 
parated. - had written Clark about the Perrie 
then making s review of what was withheld. 


Yesterday Helapp’s office phoned to tell me (aft-r throe weeks) that 
the perhaps 1-15 minutes of xeroxing had been done. I will be writing Rolspp about 
this and sending you a copy. They neks it appear spontaneous when it is not, for 
nave been working wi tn s ’.Washington Post reporter whose work was twice interrupted, 
first by his own illness and then by a death in his family. He phoned me the day 
before for an okay to go to Justice and ask for access to wnst x nad had and I told 
him okay. He went either then or yesterday and tney showed it. to him, natch. He is 
to do e story we have s general understanding tney will syndicate. The -^oncon Times 
is to do e story also, tneir correspondent having spent about four hours here 
ye c terdey, on the British angles. Whether or not. CBS does anything, as tney said 
two weeks ago they would, I will, after the Post’s story appears, be doiner some 
radio boredcasts already arranged for. So, there will be some news of cur victory 

psing 5 U3C 552. Then in papers, Howard might tell vcKInnev r 

CAinney, Gary TVLOl. Nest, 



